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forth Tharyk with the lost foot, which he had kept all
this time to prove to the Khalif that he had been the
-winner of it. So entirely did it convince Suleiman
that, with the utter contempt for personal dignity
common among Eastern princes,, he caused Mousa to
be beaten as cruelly as he had used Tharyk, and
banished him to Mekka. The Khalif was in fact afraid
of the house of Mousa becoming independent, and
sent off ten envoys, five to put to death the two sons of
the old general who had been left in charge of Kairwan
and. Tangier, and the other five to cut off Abd-el-Asis.
They found him ruling at Seville, so beloved by the
soldiers that they durst not attack him till they had
spread reports that Egilona was making him a Chris-
tian, and intended him to assume a crown like a
Gothic king. Then they followed him to a small
mosque where he was in the habit of praying, cut off
his head, and showing it in the market-place, read the
Khalif s order for his death. His head was brought
to the^ Khalif and shown to his father, who died of
grief for the fate of his sons.
In six years all Spain had been overrun, and had
been divided into four provinces. The cities and plains
mostly retained their former inhabitants. There was
no persecution of them as Christians, and they retained
their clergy and the old liturgy compiled by the Spanish
bishops Leander and Ildefonso, and commonly called
the Mosarabic. Every inducement to follow the faith
of their conqiierors was held out to them, and they
were much depressed, while the Moors dwelt in the
palaces of the nobles who had been slain or had
fled.
The Arabs looked down on them as wretched slaves,

